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Welcome to Bible Sunday 2019

The best book to read is the Bible,
If you read it every day
It will help you on your way,
The best book to read is the Bible.
[The Best Book To Read lyrics, Colin Buchanan]

For many of us, these are familiar words from a children’s chorus that we used to, and perhaps
still do, sing from time to time. But beyond the familiar these are also words of truth, wisdom
and hope.
The Bible is such a great gift. In Northern Ireland we are fortunate to have it so readily available
to us, unlike the many millions of people around the world don’t have the opportunity to
access, engage and respond to this incredible gift of God’s Word.
Throughout this resource you will have the opportunity to learn a little more about Bible Society
NI as well as the larger mission and projects we are a part of around the world as we seek to
“Reach Everyone with God’s Word”.
We hope you enjoy making use of this free Bible Sunday resource and that it helps you to stir
up an interest in the Bible in your context.
Please feed back to us on how you found using this resource by completing the response form
attached alongside this pack and emailing it to info@biblesociety.co.uk
We look forward to hearing your stories and partnering with you in Bible Mission in the coming
months.
Every blessing,

Catherine Little
General Secretary
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Bible Society NI
Who We Are
At Bible Society NI we really care about the Bible. We are passionate about playing our part as
one of over 150 national Bible Societies working in over 200 countries, giving people the
opportunity to access, engage and respond to the incredible message of the Bible.
As a Society we work in our own national setting but also as part of a worldwide fellowship known
as the United Bible Societies. Together, at any given time, we are partnering with colleagues and
fellowships across the globe on thousands of Bible-based projects. These include translation,
publication, distribution and online resources, as well as many Bible engagement programmes
such as literacy work, Trauma Healing and HIV/AIDS ministries. There are also Bible listening
groups, radio and TV broadcasting, feeding programmes for children, medical ministries, relief
work, and much, much more.
Across this world and in so many ways, God is working through Bible Societies to make His Word
known, spread His life-giving message, and bring hope and purpose to the lives of many.

What We Do
We are, at our very core, an organisation that works with others. Here at Bible Society NI, we
collaborate with other Bible Societies, who in turn (like us) work with local churches,
denominations, Christian organisations, local business, NGOs and others.
In 2019 we are playing our part in helping to fund Bible Society projects in the following places:
Albania, Algeria, Arab Israeli, Argentina, Austria, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Chile, China, Cote d’Ivoire,
Cuba, Egypt, Ghana, Guatemala, the Gulf States, Honduras, India, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon,
Lithuania, Malawi, Morocco, Pakistan, Palestine, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Rwanda, Slovenia,
Suriname, Swaziland, Syria, Togo and Uganda.

Bread of Life - Peru
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Bible Access Around the World
Every Tribe, Every Nation, Every Tongue.
“For us, we can see how Bible translation changes
people’s lives – it changes character, families,
communities, and it can change your whole country.”
(Erny van Axel, General Secretary Suriname Bible Society)
Through the translation work of Bible Societies around the
world, words of hope, life and purpose are being breathed
into people and communities.
• In 2018 Bible Societies completed Scripture translations in
66 languages used by 440 million people.
• 44 of those 66 languages, used by over 77 million people,
have received their first Bible translations.
This is incredible progress, but there are still many
languages across the world today without any Bible
translation.
This is why United Bible Societies are stepping out in faith
with a bold plan that by 2038 will see 1,200 translation
projects completed, providing 600 million people with new
access to Scripture in their heart language. Can you
imagine the diﬀerence this will make?
As translation work continues so does our work shining
hope into all corners of the world as we distribute the Word
of God.
Whether to young people in the United Kingdom, families in
Malawi, or police oﬃcers and prisoners in Honduras, God is
opening doors and granting opportunities to place full Bibles
and Testaments, Gospels and much more into the hands of
people across the world.
We thank God for what he is doing to make all these things
possible and continue to pray that nothing will stand in the
way of his Word reaching every tribe, every nation, every
tongue.
5

ACCESS AROUND THE WORLD

X

1.5 billion people do not have
the full Bible in their language
692 languages used by 5.6
billion people have the full
Bible
3,988 of the world’s 7,350
used languages have no
Scripture whatsoever - that’s
246 million people
Only around 40 of the world’s
400+ sign languages have
some Scripture
The full Braille Bible is only
available in 45 languages

BIBLE DISTRIBUTION 2018
In 2018, Bible Societies distributed 354.6 million Scriptures,
including 38.5 million full Bibles

EUROPE

AFRICA

OCEANIA

Full Bibles

Full Bibles

Full Bibles

2.9 million

7 million

0.6 million

All Scriptures

All Scriptures

All Scriptures

5.8 million

9.8 million

0.7 million

MIDDLE
EAST &
ASIA

CENTRAL
& SOUTH
AMERICA

NORTH
AMERICA

Full Bibles

Full Bibles

3.4 million

9.7 million

14.9 million

All Scriptures

All Scriptures

All Scriptures

4.5 million

60.6 million

27.3 million

Full Bibles

Figures reported by Bible Societies. 82%of Bible
Societies responded. In the case of non-respondents,
the previous three years’ average data was given as
their 2018 distribution data. We thank YouVersion for
their help in reporting on internet downloads of Bible
Society Scripture texts in 2018.
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Bible Sunday 2019 : Projects
BIBLE 2020
Can you imagine it - Everyone, Everywhere reading the Bible aloud Everyday
throughout 2020. Lives will be changed!
BIBLE 2020 is a worldwide project that will encourage and equip individual Christians,

churches and groups, to reach out and change the world with the Word by using an app for
smartphones and tablets - the reading plan will also be available for download from our website if
you don’t have access to either of those items.
As part of BIBLE 2020 you and your church / group will have the opportunity to:
• Engage in a short daily Bible reading, approximately 4-6
verses long;
• Read the Bible in a variety of languages and versions;
• Have the chance to video record yourself speaking aloud
the passage;
• Upload your video to the app, your social media and
watch videos of other participants from all over the world;
• Establish community groups and create events to help
people better engage with the Bible.
We want to see individual Christians and churches / groups
proclaiming words of hope, purpose and life over our
communities, nation and beyond. Will you join with us and
say “Yes” to reading your Bible and speaking it out loud
everyday in 2020?
Could your church / group come together and be:
• 1 of 5 in Northern Ireland who will take on the BIBLE 2020 : 365 CHALLENGE

of reading, speaking and sharing the Word of God everyday next year?
• 1 of 12 to take on the BIBLE 2020 : 1 in 12 CHALLENGE who will read, speak

and share the words of the Bible everyday for one month in 2020?
• 1 of 52 who commit to the BIBLE 2020 : 1 WEEK CHALLENGE as you read,

speak and share the Bible everyday for one week next year?
We believe BIBLE 2020 has the potential to see the church built up, lives transformed and
the world changed forever as we share and people hear the living Word of God. So join with us
and let’s change the world with the Word!
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Lithuanian Sign Language
Lithuania
Lithuania is a spellbinding land of castles, lakes
and forests, beautiful cities and wildlife filled
coastlines. The culture of Lithuania combines an
indigenous heritage, represented by the unique
Lithuanian language, with Nordic cultural
aspects and Christian traditions from historical
ties with Poland.
Having gained independence from the Soviet
Union in the early 1990s, the country - the
largest of the three Baltic states - boasts an
infinitely higher life expectancy for women (81
years) than men (70 years); is known the world
Lithuania’s location within Europe
over for its exceptionally high internet speeds
(top 5 in the world); low income tax rate (15%);
and for 79% of its approximately 3 million population professing Roman Catholicism as their faith.
Increasingly, the Bible Society of Lithuania is working in more mainstream schools, sharing the
good news of Jesus, with a new generation of children, teenagers and young people, as they
“compete” with the growing trend of the secular, liberal ethics, also oﬀered in education.

Lithuanian Sign Language
For 8,000 people in Lithuania, Sign Language is
their heart language. Learning how to read is
diﬃcult for any of the 546 million people
worldwide for whom sign language is their main
means of communication.
This is why Bible Societies across the world are
working hard to make sure the Bible is
translated into sign languages. None of the 135
diﬀerent Sign Languages are yet to have their
own complete Bible.

Students learning to sign the Lord’s Prayer

The Bible Society of Lithuania is translating the New Testament into Lithuanian Sign Language.
Videos are being filmed and uploaded onto the internet allowing people who are deaf to watch
Scripture and understand it for the very first time.
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To be able to make this possible, those translating the Bible needed to gain a lot of specific
knowledge on the context of the passage and creatively
find a way to express tricky phrases.
The full Gospel of Mark and part of Matthew have
already been translated and are accessible to all
through the deaf community’s website. It is a simple,
user-friendly website that allows the viewer to watch the
sign language video while following along with the
written Word.
You can have a look at the here: biblija.surdo.lt

A translator signing a Bible passage

The Bible Society have recently had the opportunity to
present the Gospel in a school for deaf children. Video material of the Gospel of Mark was shown
to them and the children were thoroughly engaged with the slides and videos and had no trouble
understanding their message. The children shared that they were very happy to be able to read
the Bible stories and can even access these Good News stories at home online. Even more
importantly, the children kept discussing the Bible passage and its meaning for their own lives,
even after the lesson ended.

You can help
An older teenage girl at one of the schools said, “If I
read this story in a printed book, I’d understand
nothing. But in Sign Language, I understand
everything perfectly!”.

Carefully translating a Bible passage

God is using the Bible in Lithuanian Sign Language to
reach those who cannot hear; but this work needs the
support of Bible Society NI. Your church / group could
help us support this project by praying for the work
and by giving generously to this incredible mission.

• £10 will fund an individual translator to work for one day on the Lithuanian Sign Language
Bible.
• £50 will fund an entire team of five translators to work for one day on the Lithuanian Sign
Language Bible.
• £250 will fund an entire team of five translators to work for one week on the Lithuanian Sign
Language Bible.
Please pray for and consider supporting this great project. You can help many more Lithuanians
who cannot hear have access to a Bible they can engage with and respond to.
8
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Bible Sunday 2019 : Bible Reading
Nehemiah 8:1-18 (NIVUK)
Ezra Reads the Law
All the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the
teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded
for Israel. 2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the
assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read
it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of
the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the
Book of the Law.
1

Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion. Beside him
on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on his left were
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam. 5 Ezra opened
the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened
it, the people all stood up.
4

Ezra praised the Lord, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded,
‘Amen! Amen!’ Then they bowed down and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground.
7 The Levites – Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita,
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah – instructed the people in the Law while the people were
standing there. 8 They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the
meaning so that the people understood what was being read.
6

Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were
instructing the people said to them all, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or
weep.’ For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.
9

Nehemiah said, ‘Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who
have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your
strength.’ 11 The Levites calmed all the people, saying, ‘Be still, for this is a holy day. Do not
grieve.’ 12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to
celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to
them.
10

On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with the priests and the
Levites, gathered round Ezra the teacher of the Law to give attention to the words of the Law.
14 They found written in the Law, which the Lord had commanded through Moses, that the
Israelites were to live in temporary shelters during the festival of the seventh month 15 and that
they should proclaim this word and spread it throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: ‘Go out
13
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into the hill country and bring back branches from olive and wild olive trees, and from myrtles,
palms and other leafy trees, to make temporary shelters’– as it is written.
16 So

the people went out and brought back branches and built themselves temporary shelters on
their own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the house of God and in the square by the
Water Gate and the one by the Gate of Ephraim. 17 The whole company that had returned from
exile built temporary shelters and lived in them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that
day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like this. And their joy was very great.
18 Day

after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the Book of the Law of God. They
celebrated the festival for seven days, and on the eighth day, in accordance with the regulation,
there was an assembly.

They read from the Book of the
Law of God, making it clear
and giving the meaning so that
the people understood what
was being read.
Nehemiah 8:8
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Bible Sunday 2019 : Prayers
Praise, Reflect, Intercede
You can use the following prayers in whatever way you find most helpful for your setting. They can
be used as they are, incorporated into regular prayers, or adapted to fit the style of your church.
However you use these prayers, we thank you for joining with us in praying for the vital work to
see God’s Word spread worldwide through Bible Society ministries. Your prayers are of immense
value to us all, both as a team in Northern Ireland, and as a worldwide Bible Society Fellowship.
If you would like to continue praying for the ministry of Bible Society NI and other Societies
around the world there are regularly updated resources available for you to use from our website.
You might also like to sign up to receive our monthly prayer updates - Prayer News and Extra
Insight - both of which will be delivered to your email.
www.biblesocietyni.co.uk/get-involved/pray
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Praise
• Father, we praise and thank you for the powerful gift that you have given us in the Bible.
Almighty Lord, we thank you for all that your Word reveals to us. We bless your name that the
Bible is living and active and can speak into every aspect of our lives. Father, we thank you that
your Word brings hope to the hopeless, peace to the restless, comfort to the broken, purpose to
the wandering, life to the lost and so much more. We ultimately praise you because it reveals to
us your Son, Jesus, and the invitation of love, grace and forgiveness He oﬀers to all.
• Father, we give you all glory and honour for the spread of your Word throughout all the earth. We
praise you that your Word is for everyone and we are in awe of how the Bible has penetrated
some of the most diﬃcult places on earth to speak your name and good news. We worship you
for what that has done to establish, sustain and multiply your Church throughout the
generations.
• Father, we proclaim today that your Word is mighty in power and will accomplish all you desire
and will achieve the purpose for which you sent it (Isaiah 55:11).

Turn to the next page to Reflect and Intercede
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Reflect
• “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105). Father, we know that
your Word guides and lights our path as it still speaks to us today.
• Lord God, in our lives we ask that you would help us give your Word the honour and authority it
deserves to have. May we grow in our ability to treasure, enjoy and engage with your book
throughout all the days of our lives. We ask for ears that are open to listen to your Word and to
stay in tune with your voice in this busy, distracting world. Help us, Father, to keep this Word
near to us that we might store up your words in our hearts all the days of our lives. Remind us of
what great treasure we have in the good news of the Bible.

Intercede
• Father God, the earth and everything in it belongs to you. We praise you that on your earth there
is no place or person who is beyond your reach or grace.
• Lord, we pray today for every person who seeks to make your Word known to the world around
them. We ask today, Father, that you will graciously pour out your presence and favour upon all
those who live with the desire to see the world changed by the Word. Lord we pray you would
strengthen and encourage; equip and sustain your church. Give us all eyes to see and hearts
that know, you are at work in mighty ways across this world.
• Father, we pray today for each person who makes up the huge Bible Society family across the
nations of this earth. May they know your heart, your love and your grace in their lives now and
always. May their passion to see your Kingdom come and your will be done as many encounter
you through the Bible, be a fire that burns bright within them.
• Lord, we pray for provision on Bible Society ministries across the world. We ask in Jesus’ name
that you will release resources where work is being thwarted. We pray that in your power, you
will provide for Bible Societies where local churches struggle with poverty. We plead that you
will arise new opportunities to see your Word spread and your Kingdom extend.
• Father, we pray for your protection on Bible Society teams - particularly those who work in
remote or dangerous places. We remember those who work alone, often at great risk. Would
you pour out encouragement upon them and may they know your strength, power, care and
nearness today in all they do.
• Almighty God, we pray for the people of the world who are yet to hear your name; for all who
are without knowledge of your truth and for those who still have no access to the Bible. Lord we
pray that today they might see a sign of your wonder or feel the touch of your presence. And we
ask that you would advance the gospel that all may hear and your name be glorified in all the
earth.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Bible Sunday 2019 : Kids’ Talk
The Greatest Gift Ever!
Items needed
A gift bag / gift box with four gifts (perfume, chocolates, socks and a Bible, all individually
wrapped) inside.

Illustration and Teaching
Place the gift bag / box where the children can see it at the front of the church.
To get things started ask the children, “Who loves getting presents?”
Can you tell me - what is the best present you have ever been given? After they have answered,
share with them about a brilliant present you’ve been given.
Play a game with the kids telling them that today you have brought along some presents that you
have only just received from family and friends and you want some help guessing what they might
be and to open them.
Pull the first wrapped present out of the gift bag / box - make sure it’s not the Bible! - and have
the kids shake, poke and prod at it to see if they can guess what it is. After a moment have one of
them open the present. When you take it from them exclaim that this is the best present you’ve
received and why (perfume - smell nice; chocolates - yummy; socks - can never have too many
pairs)! Repeat for the next two presents until only the wrapped Bible remains.
Take the Bible out of the gift bag / box and have the kids repeat the same shaking, poking and
prodding they did before. Any guesses what it might be? Open to reveal a Bible.
Wow, a Bible! Now that is a wonderful gift!
The Bible is such a great gift - better than perfume, chocolates, socks and even toys!! - because it
tells us so much about God. It tells us that He made us (Genesis 1:26-27); that He knows us
(Psalm 139:1); that He loves us (1 John 4:10); that He wants to help us (Psalm 46:1); that He is
with us wherever we go (Matthew 28:20); that He is big and strong (Deuteronomy 10:17); and best
of all, that He sent us his Son, Jesus to live and die for us so that we could be friends with Him
and one day be with Him forever (John 3:16)!
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Imagine getting a gift that is able to tell all of this to you! Wouldn’t you want it?
That’s exactly what happened to a little girl called Mary Jones.
You can find out more about Mary Jones and tell her story (as told here) as part of this talk
by visiting the website:
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/content/about_us/our_history/files/mary_jones_and_her_bible_v2.pdf

What an incredible story about an amazing girl, who loved her Bible, cherished it as her greatest
gift, ultimately leading to the beginning of an organisation who seek to follow in her footsteps in
making sure that everyone across the world, no matter who they are or where they’re from can
one day own and read their very own Bible and hear all about our incredible God.

Prayer
Father God, we thank you for the story of Mary Jones. We thank you for her desire to own, read,
learn and live out the things she read in her Bible. Lord, we praise you that today we can each
have our very own Bible. Help us to remember that is an incredible gift you have given us, not just
for Sundays in church, but for everyday because it teaches us all about you. Father, help us to
love our Bibles and give us courage to share the good news of Jesus with the people around us.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Bible Sunday 2019 : Sermon
Good News Revival! (Nehemiah 8:1-18)
Context and Background
It is the autumn of 445 BC. Nehemiah has finished rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem - a job that
had not been without much opposition and diﬃculty. As Nehemiah encourages the people of
Israel to remain faithful to the Lord, as He has been faithful to them in granting their release from
exile in Babylon and Persia, and to return to their newly restored capital, this group of people
come together to celebrate the Feast of Booths.
During and after the feast, Ezra, a Jewish scribe and priest, read from the Law, and as the people
listened they mourned and wept for they realised that they had not been faithful in keeping and
obeying what God had asked of them. Together, men, women and children confessed their sins
and faithlessness, listened to and studied God’s Word as it was explained in order to know what
the Lord required of them, and then obeyed what they learned.
This Book of the Law transformed Jewish life and social behaviour during Ezra and Nehemiah’s
ministries amongst the people, whilst the events provide a dramatic reminder to us that God’s
Word is and must be central to the lives of his people.

The Message
The story and situation we come across in Nehemiah is truly remarkable and, undoubtedly,
something that we have perhaps never experienced for ourselves in the western church today.
Imagine being in a service that had six hours of Bible reading and teaching (8:3), at the people’s
request, no less, during which they stood for the entire time (8:5)! And as if that wasn’t enough,
they came back and did it all over again the very next day wanting even more (8:13)! It would not
be entirely inaccurate to make the claim that there was something of a spiritual transformation /
renewal / revival occurring here in the history of the Israelite people as they came under the
authority and preaching of God’s Word.
All throughout history this world, and even God’s people in the church, have gone through
moments and cycles where God’s Word has been neglected, always with the same results spiritual deterioration. Yet, even as we so often follow the example of the Israelites generations
before us, God remains faithful and gracious to us, giving countless second chances to
experience His forgiveness and grace through Jesus, and to know renewal as a foretaste of all
that will come in the new heaven and the new earth. Often, such moments of revival are marked
by a renewed emphasis upon the Word of God - something that the Bible has many examples of.
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For instance, in 2 Chronicles we read how God’s people find themselves in a position where they
are languishing under the reign of two godless kings - father and son, Manasseh and Amon (see 2
Chronicles 33). Amon’s son, Josiah, who would become the boy king at the age of just eight (2
Chronicles 34:1) after the assassination of his father, “did what was right in the eyes of the
Lord” (34:2) and began to seek the Lord (34:3) at about the age of sixteen and institute spiritual
reforms that would call the people back from the wide path they had been taken down by one
failed ruler after the next. When a priest called Hilkiah finds the Book of the Law of the Lord
(34:14-15) during some repair work to the house of the Lord, Josiah called the nation to
repentance and obedience having heard the words for himself (34:19-21).
Transformation / Renewal / Revival ensued because God’s Word was
read, heard, responded to and obeyed.

The same situation occurs, as well, on numerous occasions throughout the New Testament as the
descendants of these forefathers heard, responded and sought to follow Jesus as he spoke,
ministered, healed and prayed with individuals and to vast crowds. The events that led to the birth
of the church in Acts 2 when Peter preached at Pentecost, seeing thousands respond in faith to
the good news of Jesus and beginning to live their lives in a way in which, soon, many billions
would be impacted to follow Jesus as are a blueprint and reminder to us of how transformation /
renewal / revival can come.
Transformation / Renewal / Revival ensued because God’s Word was
read, heard, responded to and obeyed.

Many of us long to see a spiritual transformation / renewal / revival taking a grip of our land again,
bringing people from all walks of society, inside and outside of the church to a place of
repentance, experience of amazing grace, and an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon lives as he
empowers people to follow the way of Christ. Sometimes we may even want this just for
ourselves in our own personal lives and walk with the Lord.
To see this happen, to see this kind of transformation / renewal / revival take root in our lives,
communities and our nation, the church of Jesus Christ across this land must be people who are
passionate about the Word - people who live like this Book is the greatest gift we have in our lives
and the greatest gift to share.

So what does Nehemiah 8 show us as markers for spiritual
renewal / revival related to God’s Word?
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Applying it to Us and the Church today

1. To see transformation / renewal / revival, God’s people must
READ his Word:
Nehemiah 8:1 tells us, “When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their
towns, all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra
the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had
commanded for Israel.”
The beginning of the seventh month was the beginning of the civil New Year in the Jewish
calendar making it a somewhat appropriate time, as they stepped into the year that lay ahead of
them, to remember their past. The preparations are made, a platform is built, the people - men,
women, children and dignitaries - assemble as Ezra, gets up on to the platform, opens the book
and begins to read, publicly, everything that it says, speaking for six hours straight (8:2-3). And all
the while, as he reads, some of the Levites moved around the crowd, making sure that everyone
who was gathered under the Word on that day understood what was being read and proclaimed
to and over them.
It must have been an incredible sight and place to be - hearing, many maybe for the first time, the
foundation articles of the faith that had been communicated to Moses on the mountain
generations beforehand. This Law, given to Moses directly by God, was the very voice of God
speaking to his people in that moment of history. It carried authority. It carried weight. It was
special. It was, as Paul would tell his ministry protege, Timothy, something that he should devote
his life and church gatherings to - “the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching.” (1
Timothy 4:13).
Imagine we recommitted ourselves to such levels of excitement and respect to the authority and
power of God’s Word. Imagine we were like those Israelites, calling out for the Word to be read
aloud, and for it not to stop. Imagine being known as a people, like Joshua, who did not let the
Law depart from his mouth, but meditated on it “day and night”, so that he would be careful “to
do according to all that is written in it.” (Joshua 1:8).
Let’s stop imagining and instead take the first steps in devoting our time to reading and re-reading
the Bible all the days of our life. Carve out the time, find that “place” whether in a certain chair or
room at home, by the sea, walking your dog, on your daily commute, just as Jesus did (Luke
11:1), laying aside the many things of this world which distract in favour of the Book which can
bring transformation / renewal / revival to our individual spiritual lives, the church and the wider
world. You will not regret it and no time spent reading the Bible is ever wasted time.
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2. To see transformation / renewal /revival, God’s people must
HEAR his Word:
Often, as Jesus spoke to and taught the vast crowds who would gather around Him, He could be
heard to say, “He who has ears, let him hear” (Mark 4:9, 23) or, “Take care how you listen” (Luke
8:18). He knew that what He was sharing were the very words of God, because He is God! How
important is it for us in our own lives and collectively as a church to understand that this Bible we
read from and hear preached contains the very words that God Himself wanted, and still wants, to
say to us today. It would certainly be worthwhile for us to listen reverently every time we come to
the Bible to hear what God, our Father, is saying to us.
As we dig deeper into our Nehemiah 8 passage we can see for ourselves, a picture of how these
people approached the Word of God. Verse 3 tells us that they did it publicly and as a community
- men, women and children together. It was a word for everyone. The author also tells us that “The
ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law”. Can you imagine that? The youngest
to the oldest, listening attentively - devoting their every energy and focus to make sure they miss
nothing that is said. What would it look like for us, individually and collectively as the church in
this place to strive for something similar as we engage with God’s Word?
Amazingly, also, alongside their attentiveness, these people stood (8:5-6) to hear the Book of the
Law read, showing the reverence they had for God and His Word. They stood up as if they were
welcoming a royal visitor into their midst, and then they lifted up their hands and “bowed their
heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground.” They were not worshipping the
actual scroll or words that Ezra was speaking to them, but rather the God behind them - the God
who had inspired, given and journeyed with them to this point in their story.
It is a remarkable scene! And one that is not beyond us as the church in this land today. We can
have ears that hear and pay attention to this Word when we realise that what we hold, read and
hear is the living Word of God from the living God - may this be enough to captivate our focus and
attention and keep our minds from wandering to other things.

3. To see transformation / renewal / revival, God’s people must
STUDY his Word:
As Ezra read aloud from the Book of the Law, verses 7-8 tell us that there were men who “helped
the people understand the Law” by giving it meaning. Ezra’s assistants took what was read and
then unpacked it, probably in smaller groups, with the people so that the message of the text
would become clearer to them.
It is an incredible scene to picture; these men making their way through the crowds, helping to
answer any of the many questions these people undoubtedly had. Can you imagine - one of the
priests, dressed in his robes, bending down at the knee to get on eye level to answer the
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question of a young child? Or a priest sitting next to an elderly woman, explaining to her
everything that is being read - passing on the hope that he himself has from these words.
Nehemiah 8 gives us the most beautiful blueprint of what a Bible study or a Sunday service can
look like:
• the Word of God available for anyone and everyone, regardless of their age or gender to read,
hear and be taught from.
• The Word taught and explained to the people clearly, taking time to make sure we answer and
respond to the needs of those around us.
• The Book applied to their lives, showing that this is for us still to this day.
• And, this ministry being done so by those called and equipped for the task - as Nehemiah
allowed Ezra to step in and fulfil this role, rather than holding it tightly himself when he was not
called or equipped specifically for it.

Ultimately, reading, hearing and studying is not and will never
be enough. If we want to see transformation / renewal /
revival, then we, as God’s people, must RESPOND to his Word:
Paul, in his writings to the church in Corinth told the people there that knowledge without
obedience leads to pride (1 Corinthians 8:1). It is an incredibly dangerous thing to only ever read,
hear and study the Word of God without ever then taking the next step in seeking to respond by
living the obedient lives that God desires and commands of us.
Every time we read, hear or study the Word, whether on our own in that “place” where we feel
most still and connected to our Creator, or in church surrounded by our brothers, sisters and
those in search of hope, life and purpose, our aim must be the same - to transform and allow
Jesus to transform our lives by Scripture.
And so, as we finish, we extend this invitation to you, following the example of the children of
Israel in Nehemiah 8, and the countless others who have walked this same path since, to let go
and let God take over; to decrease and allow Him to increase (John 3:30); to give space in every
aspect of your life for this good news to take hold. We invite you to respond in:
• Repentance
The people - men, women and children together - wept when they heard and understood God’s
Word (8:9), because suddenly they realised what an incredibly holy and awesome God they had
come before - and how much their sin and faithlessness stacked up against them. So it is with us.
The more the light of God’s Word shines into our hearts, the more that is in the dark within us
becomes exposed. And so, in the journey of transformation / renewal / revival this is where we
always begin - with confession and repentance to experience an abundance of grace.
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• Joy
Though we begin with repentance it is vital to our souls and wellbeing that we do not remain
there. Nehemiah instructs the people to stop weeping (8:9), instead to begin to allow themselves
to rest in the knowledge and promise that “the joy of the Lord is your strength” (8:10). We, too,
can begin to experience this knowing that God hears our repentance and responds with mercy
and forgiveness. Knowing this and knowing we are His children should fill our hearts with joy.
• Good Deeds
Reading, hearing and studying God’s Word should impact every aspect of our lives - particularly
in producing compassion for those who are in need. After they had heard the reading of the Law,
Ezra and Nehemiah called on the people to “send portions to anyone who has nothing
ready” (8:10) that they might be part of what God is doing. In the same way we have been saved
to be a people of God’s own possession, zealous to serve, love and live our lives characterised by
good deeds as a means of testifying of the grace which has saved us (Titus 2:14).
• Obedience
As the Book of the Law was read, heard and taught the people realised that their lives needed to
mirror the calling of God. One of the first things they did was commit to preparing for and
observing the Feast of Booths - a festival that commemorated both the harvest God had just
provided and the deliverance He granted under Moses, when Israel lived in temporary shelters in
the wilderness. Nehemiah 8:17 tells us that their obedience led to great rejoicing. What things can
we do, in the here and now to obey, practice and rejoice as God calls us to follow Him?
• Worship
This festival lasted for a whole week, and every day of it saw more reading of God’s Word,
reaching this great culmination on the final day of all the people gathering together for a solemn
assembly (8:18). Their rejoicing and worship of God went hand-in-hand with the reverence and
attention they gave to His Word. As they gathered in that place, they looked back on how faithful
God had been towards them, in spite of their sin. And so they were filled with the only natural and
appropriate response - a gratitude and love toward God for His grace and mercy. In our lives, the
reading, study and preaching of God’s Word should produce in us a heart of worship as we reflect
and respond on all He has done for us - Lord, help us.

End
We pray today, that God would give us ears to hear, eyes to see and hearts that fully know how
amazing it is to know that the words we hold in our hand, in this book, are perfect. In a world that
is in need of hope and revival amongst almost every aspect of society, we have a book, inspired
by God, passed down through the generations, and made known to us that has the power to
transform / revive / renew. May we cherish it for the wonderful gift that it is, never taking it for
granted, but devoting ourselves to it; storing this treasure up in our hearts, meditating on it day
and night, walking in it, and holding it tight, yet loosely enough to share and make known the
good news of Jesus, speaking hope and life to the generations and people yet to hear.
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Bible Sunday 2019 : Over to You!
We hope you have found this year’s Bible Sunday Good News resource to be helpful and inspiring
for your church family. If you have any stories to share of how this service impacted your church,
or any feedback or thoughts on this resource, please feel free to email us at the address below.

What’s next for you and your church?
The Bible tells us that the Good News message of God’s Word and the invitation to follow Jesus is
open to everyone. Yet, we know that people cannot choose to follow unless they have been told.
Will you consider how your church might help us in our mission so that, together, we might reach
the whole world with the Word?
Here are some ways you can connect and partner with the Bible Society NI:

• Keep up to date by signing up online for updates on our latest news and projects.*
• Pray with us by signing up online for monthly prayer information by email.*
• Give your support to local and global Bible Mission.
• Invite us along to your church or organisation to hear what God is doing worldwide.
• Volunteer with us to tell others about who we are and what we do at home and abroad.
• Tell others by getting your church involved in impacting lives with the Bible.
• Follow us on social media @biblesocietyni for pictures and stories you can share.
And why not, following the theme of Bible Sunday, take the chance to get your whole
church together and give BIBLE 2020 a go? Who knows what God might do as young and old
gather together to read and speak the words of the Bible out loud over one another and your local
community.

Get in touch
If there is anything we can help you with, or any way we can help your church connect with the
work of Bible Society NI - please feel free to get in touch for a chat or send us an email:
Phone : 02890 326577 | Email : info@biblesocietyni.co.uk
Website : www.biblesocietyni.co.uk
* https://biblesocietyni.co.uk/contact-us/sign-up-for-updates/
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By 2020 80% of the world’s population will have a smartphone.
Never before has there been such potential to reach
across the globe with the Bible…

Everyone, Everywhere reading the
Bible aloud Everyday in 2020
Bible 2020 presents a year of opportunity for individuals
and the church to proclaim God’s truth and
reach out across your local community
and the wider world.

For more information and to sign up to this exciting project visit

WWW.BIBLESOCIETYNI.CO.UK
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@BIBLESOCIETYNI
#BIBLE2020NI

